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Isle of Dogs. 
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PARISH PROFILE 2006 

 
CONTENTS AND SUMMARY 

 
 

Our Mission 
 

Called to be one big family welcoming all into the love of God, we seek to be a 
loving, caring community serving the needs of our neighbourhood; using our gifts, 
our talents and our possessions to bring hope, peace and joy to the lives of the 
community through our faith in Christ. 
 

Support for our Parish Priest 
 
The Congregation offers a wide range of skills and an enthusiastic body of 
volunteers to support our Vicar, including a strong Lay Ministry team. 
 
 
1.0 Our Parish on the Isle of Dogs 
• Unique urban community by the Thames in a world city 
• Shaped by its Island geography 
• Right at the heart of the East End, serving the community 
 
2.0 Worship: the Heart of Parish life 
• East End Catholic tradition 
• Common Worship 
• Extensive Lay Participation 
• Monthly all-age worship 
 
3.0 Services 
• Sunday services 

09.30  St Lukes Mass 
11.00 Christ Church Parish Mass 
18.30 Evening Service, monthly Choral Evensong 

• Wednesday services 
19.30 Mass at Christ Church 

• Thursday 
      10.00 St Luke’s School Mass 
  
4.0 The People 
• A body which reflects the diversity of the community 
• Growing in number 
• Active at all ages, contributing to lively and varied collective life 
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5.0 Ministry 
• Staff team led by incumbent, Youth Worker, Director of Music,    
      Administrator. 
• To be joined by the St Luke’s post 
• Strong Lay Ministry element 
• Pastoral care 
 
6.0 Governance 
• PCC structure and sub-committees 
• Standing committee  
• Young people’s council 
 
7.0 Music 
• Strong musical dimension led by Graham Walker 
• Initiated youth music project “Isle of Dogs Music” 
• Partnership with Trinity College of Music 
• Robed Choir, visiting Choirs, such as from Drake University USA 
• Host monthly concerts arranged by Director of Music 
• Full peal of bells 
 
8.0 Our Place in the Community 
• Responsive to need 
• Parish Trust supporting work for young people 
• Trevor Huddleston Fund for Children 
• Parish Pantry: food relief for urgent need 
 
9.0 Our Place with Local Schools 
• Vital role in local provision for young people 
• Major role with St Luke’s Church of England Primary School 
• Visiting role with other local Schools 
 
10.0 Our Place amongst Other Faiths and Denominations 
• Full role in the Isle of Dogs Churches Network 
• Roman Catholic, URC, Baptist and London City Mission. 
• Strong links forged with Muslim community 
• Participant in Canary Wharf Prayer Room 
 
11.0 Our Place in Our Church 
• Part of the Tower Hamlets Deanery, Archdeaconry of Hackney  
• Stepney Episcopal Area in the Diocese of London. 
• Developing links with a cluster of Parishes to the north. 
 
12.0 Our Place in the World 
• “Twinning” link with Berlin 
• Regular support for Mozambique 
• Tithed giving 
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13.0 Christ Church 
• Celebrating 150 years since foundation culminating January 2007 
• Good condition with plans for future enhancement 
• A landmark from the River 
• Quinquennial review in 2005, works completed or in hand 
 
14.0 Christ Church Vicarage 
• Next to Christ Church, Victorian, in extensive grounds 
• 5 bedrooms, study, 3 reception rooms, good decorative order 
• Modern, family kitchen 
 
15.0 St Luke’s 
• Beloved of its intimate congregation  
• About to be rebuilt to a spectacular design 
• Unique “St Luke’s Partnership” in place 
• Home for an assistant Vicar in the future 
 
16.0 St Mildred’s House 
• Former 1960’s Vicarage converted to two flats 
• Available for Parish Staff 
 
17.0 Parish Building Development 
• Astonishing opportunity for a new Church at St Luke’s 
• Sharing buildings with the wider community 
• Planning for a future development of Christ Church 
 
18.0 Parish Social Life and Activities 
• Well-established, lively and varied for all ages 
 
19.0 Parish Administration 
• Office with range of modern equipment 
• Part-time administrator 
 
20.0 Communication 
• Refurbished web-site 
• Good quality magazine “Ox and Eagle” 
• Comprehensive Notice Sheet each Saturday 
• Periodic calendar 
 
21.0 Finances 
• Healthy 
• Good progress to self-sufficiency, meeting ambitious targets 
• Good level of charitable giving 
 
22.0 Parish History 
• Recent publication available 
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23.0 Location and description 
• Unique, urban community next to a major commercial centre 
• Fascinating history from the 18th century 
• Challenge of changes, social and physical 
 
 

 
 
 

Christ Church Interior 
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1.0 Our Parish on the Isle of Dogs 
 
The parish of Christ Church and St John with St Luke is a lively and mixed 
community of people reflecting the increasing diversity of the Isle of Dogs. We are 
drawn together in our response to Jesus’ command to love God and our neighbour. 
We are committed to building relationships and breaking down barriers between the 
different groups on the Island. We reach out to children and young people. As 
individuals and together we try to serve those in need, among and around us.  Music 
is important to us. Above all, we meet to worship God in two buildings that are bound 
up with the life of this changed and changing Island.  
 
As this Parish Profile makes clear, the Parish is simply the latest expression of what 
it has always been and was founded to be: a church for the community.  
 
 
2.0 Worship: the Heart of Parish Life 
 
2.1  The essential ethos of the Parish, its “heart”, is defined by its forms of 
worship. The Parish’s style lies broadly within the East End Catholic tradition.  An 
earthy, connected, good humoured, sacramental view of life pervades, and ritual, 
whether liturgical, social or domestic, is important for people to hold on to as they 
experience life’s joys and struggles.   
 
2.2 Parish masses are conducted according to Common Worship, with seasonal 
variations in the Eucharistic prayer.  At Christ Church the tradition is vestments, 
three sacred ministers (one of whom is a lay deacon) and incense; at St Luke’s, 
vestments and a lay deacon.  Music features strongly in services, especially at Christ 
Church. Masses on Sundays and High days are sung. Sunday evening worship 
services are lay-led and lay-designed, with a variety of forms.  There is a BCP choral 
evensong on the second Sunday of the month.  The New English Hymnal is used, 
with at least one hymn each Sunday morning being taken from another more 
contemporary source.  
 
2.3 There is a Wednesday evening mass at Christ Church.  On Thursday 
mornings in term-time, there is a school mass for St Luke’s Primary School, at which 
classes take turns presenting a theme. 
 
2.4 Morning Prayer is normally said corporately each weekday, at 9.15. 
 
2.5 Other services are conducted within the community and include an annual 
nativity service at the Mudchute Farm and a Palm Sunday service at a local 
residential home. 
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3.0 Services 
 
3.1 Normal Service Schedule 
 
3.1.1 Sunday, 9.30am: Mass at St Luke’s 
 
This is attended by a small, faithful and, in the past year, growing group with a 
weekly attendance now between 12 and 20.  There is massive redevelopment 
around the Church and we expect that with a vigorous outreach programme and 
particularly when the new Church is built the congregation will grow significantly. 
 
Currently the celebrant is assisted by a lay deacon, and the readings and 
intercessions are offered by members of the congregation.  We are planning to 
restart the Sunday school.  The singing is accompanied by a small single manual 
organ played by the Director of Music. 
 
Coffee and tea follow, but the Vicar, Director of Music and Youth and Children’s 
Worker leave promptly at the end of mass in order to get to Christ Church. 
  
3.1.2 Sunday, 11.00am: Parish Mass at Christ Church 
 
The congregation at Christ Church has changed and grown enormously over the 
past decade, reflecting changes in the community.  We work hard to develop a 
worshipping community where everyone feels welcome and included.  The growth in 
the congregation has outpaced the Island population growth, but we are aware that 
we could do much more in letting newcomers, as well as longer standing residents, 
know where we are and what we do. 
 
The normal Sunday parish mass has a congregation of more than 100, with numbers 
of communicants currently in the mid to high 60s.  There is a robed choir and music 
is accompanied by a large three manual organ, the case of which dominates the 
south transept.  Occasionally we use other instruments, depending upon the abilities 
and willingness of members of the congregation.  There is an altar party comprising 
lay deacon, sub deacon, thurifer/crucifer, and acolytes, who are drawn from a 
substantial pool of trained members of the congregation.   
 
A Sunday school of between 6 and 26 youngsters leaves just before the first reading 
and returns for communion or a blessing.  There is a crèche for infants aged 0 to 3. 
 
The readings and intercessions are offered by members of the congregation.  The 
responsorial psalm is sung by choir and congregation. The sermon at this service 
and at St Luke’s (usually the same sermon) is normally lectionary-based. 
 
About six times a year the parish mass is an “all age service” where the young 
people contribute to the leadership of the worship, though we are concerned not to 
make these simply “children’s services”.  Young people are readers as well as altar 
party members throughout the year. 
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3.1.3 Sunday, 6.30pm: Evening Prayer at Christ Church 
 
This is normally lay-designed and led, and the style depends on the leader.  The 
congregation is small, but we believe this type of non-Eucharistic service is needed. 
On the second Sunday of each month Choral Evensong is led either by the 
Incumbent or by a Lay Leader. 
  
 
3.1.4 Wednesday, 7.30pm: Mass at Christ Church 
 
This is a simple said service with a short homily, usually attended by a congregation 
of 10 to 15. 
 
 
3.1.5 Thursday, 10.00am: School Mass St Luke’s School 
 
The whole school attends this important service, and classes take turns presenting a 
theme, which the Vicar has helped them to prepare. 
 
3.2 Other Services 
 
3.2.1 Christmas worship includes a living crib service at the local city farm, a carol 
service on the Fourth Sunday of Advent, a nativity service on Christmas Eve, 
Midnight Mass at both churches and a festival mass at Christ Church on Christmas 
morning. During Holy Week there are daily Stations of the Cross. The Maundy 
Thursday Mass includes the Washing of Feet and is followed by a vigil before the 
Altar of Repose, which, at Christ Church, concludes with Morning Prayer. On Good 
Friday, the Three Hours’ Service is observed, with the Good Friday Devotions 
included. Easter celebrations begin with a Vigil, Dawn Mass and the Lighting of the 
New Fire. After a Parish Champagne Breakfast, Festival Masses are celebrated at St 
Luke’s and Christ Church. 
 
3.2.2 There is also a well-established schedule of services on special occasions 
through the year, including, for example, the two patronal festivals of St Luke’s and 
Christ Church (Christ the King), All Souls, Remembrance Sunday, and Rogation 
Sunday (when Confirmation takes place, and the Parish Bounds are beaten by boat).  
 
 
4.0 The People 
 
4.1 The congregations at Christ Church and at St Luke’s are very mixed and both 
are growing in number. They reflect the diversity of the community socially, 
economically and racially, and in the mix of “locals” and “incomers”.  The diversity is 
also denominational – the congregations include people from a number of 
Protestant, Roman Catholic and Orthodox traditions, and part of our challenge is to 
enable people of whatever background or religious tradition to find their spiritual 
home here.  
 
4.2 We take seriously our bridge-building role between the different segments of 
the Island community, not just in bringing together a wide range of people, but in 
fostering friendship between people of very different backgrounds.    
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4.3 The electoral roll is currently 203 and includes people from 20 different 
national origins. Combined average Sunday attendance is 125, with 80 
communicants. There are approximately 35 children of 11 years or under and 20 
teenagers; representation in the remaining age cohorts is fair to strong. 
 
 

 
 

May 2006 Confirmation Party 
 
 

5.0  Ministry 
 
5.1  The stipendiary and salaried staff team currently comprises an incumbent, a 
full-time youth and children’s worker (current post-holder leaves July 23rd), a part-
time director of music and a part-time administrator. As the second largest parish, in 
terms of population, in the Deanery, and having two churches, the Deanery Strategy 
Report recommended that there be two full-time clergy serving the parish.  It is 
hoped that, if the next incumbent qualifies as a training incumbent, a deacon will be 
placed in the parish.  There is a retired priest living in the parish who is available to 
assist from time to time. 
 
5.2  When the St Luke’s redevelopment is completed and rental income 
generated, a request will be made, in accordance with the Deanery Strategy Report, 
for a stipendiary post at St Luke’s.   The desire is that the rental income from the new 
development will substantially contribute to the common fund requirement for a 
second priest’s post in the parish.  It is hoped that as the parish endeavours to 
adhere to both spirit and letter of the Deanery Strategy, other parishes in the 
Deanery may follow suit. 
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5.3 Two lay ministry developments in the past year have been triggered by the 
reduction from two to one stipendiary clergy (and indeed from three in 2003).  First, a 
team of about twenty lay people have been trained, and continue to participate in 
regular training meetings, to exercise various pastoral and liturgical ministries 
(including sick visiting, home communion visiting, newcomer visiting, acting as 
liturgical deacons, and leading Sunday evening services). In addition, we have a lay 
reader in training. 
 
5.4 The second lay ministry development is the participation in the weekly staff 
meeting by six lay members, in addition to paid staff, each holding a brief for some 
measure of day to day responsibility for areas including pastoral visiting, worship 
planning, finance and management, fabric, and social events.  This group now, with 
the paid staff, constitutes the “staff team”. 
 
There are approximately 30 funerals, 20 baptisms and 9 weddings per year.  About 
5-10 children and 5 adults are confirmed each year. 
 
5.5  Faith Development programmes 
 
There are a number of faith development programmes, in addition to worship, 
coordinated by the Faith and Worship committee.  These include: 
 
5.5.1 A weekly home group meeting for discussion, prayer and support, 
with a significant number of newcomers and those with English as a  
second language amongst its membership 
 
5.5.2 A weekly children’s Bible study that has grown out of confirmation 
classes 
 
5.5.3 A weekly Wednesday morning Bible study, following the staff group 
meeting, which studies a book of the Bible over a period of several weeks, 
and runs year-round with breaks for holidays 
 
5.5.4 Seasonal study groups, particularly during Lent 
 
5.5.5 An annual retreat for adults, in recent years at Cautley House in 
Kent.  The children go on an annual retreat as part of the Confirmation 
preparation programme 
 
5.5.6 Confirmation classes run from the beginning of the year until 
Confirmation in May.  Two classes run, one for adults and one for 
children.  We invite children to prepare for Confirmation during the school  
year in which they turn 10 years old 
 
5.5.7 A group of adults and young people, which normally attends 
Greenbelt. 
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6.0 Governance 
 
6.1 The PCC comprises two church wardens, 3 Deanery Synod representatives, 
8 elected members, one co-opted member, the Treasurer, Secretary and clergy.  
Meetings are held every two months, on the third Wednesday, and are chaired 
alternately by the  Vicar and Lay Chair.  The elected members are elected for three 
years, with one year off before being eligible for re-election.  This ensures the 
necessary continuity and change. 
 
6.2 All PCC members are expected to serve on one other committee.  Current 
committees are Faith and Worship, Fabric, Building Development (St Luke’s), 
Charity, and Communications. The Faith and Worship Committee includes in its 
remit the organisation of social activities and celebrating Christ Church’s 150th 

anniversary.  The committees have delegated to them the power to make and 
implement decisions on all except the most major issues, or those requiring 
unbudgeted expenditure. 
 
6.3 The Standing Committee meets in the intervening months, and comprises the 
officers and committee chairs.  The Standing Committee, besides the usual function 
of conducting emergency business, receives verbal reports of the various 
committees, and discusses any matters that might need to be referred to the PCC.  
 
6.4 The PCC focuses at each meeting on a theme, usually drawn from a list set at 
the beginning of each year, that concerns policy or strategy.  This enables full and 
effective discussion and decision-making on the overarching concerns for the parish.  
Detail is left normally to the committees. 
 
6.5 In order to involve more actively the young people in decision-making the 
PCC proposed a “young people’s council”, which has been turned by the young 
people themselves into a termly pizza night where they raise any issues that concern 
them about parish life. 
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7.0 Music 
 
7.1 Music plays an important part within the life of the parish. There is a thriving 
musical tradition, both within worship and in a wider context, which is coordinated by 
the Director of Music, Graham Walker www.grahamwalker.org.uk. Though primarily 
a cellist by profession, Graham is the organist and choirmaster of the parish, and is 
active in promoting music among the congregation and the wider community. 
 
7.2 Music within active worship revolves around the choir and organ. The organ is 
an elderly Mander 3-manual with some life left in it, but in need of replacement or 
refurbishment in the next 3-6 years. Initial plans have been discussed and are at 
present being looked at by the DAC.  
 
7.3 The choir is a rapidly expanding group of (currently) around 15 amateurs, who 
are very enthusiastic and committed. They sing choral evensong monthly and 
occasional anthems during communion, drawing their repertoire largely from the 
traditional cathedral-style English choral tradition, with occasional forays into more 
adventurous music. In 2004, for example, during a service to commemorate the 
150th anniversary of the church, Haydn©s Nelson Mass was performed with a 
professional period-instrument orchestra. On occasions, the piano is used in 
worship. (There used to be a music group which played during the "all-age" services 
but this has resisted efforts to revive it). The majority of hymns are taken from the 
New English Hymnal, with one more modern worship song generally being sung 
during each service. Singing within the church is good, and enjoyed by the 
congregation. 
 
7.4 The Tower has a full peal of bells, which is rung on request at weddings and 
major festivals. The team of campanologists is not drawn from the congregation, but 
is happy to come in and ring when needed. 
 
7.5 Trinity College of Music is just across the Thames in Greenwich, and a link 
has been established with the Head of Faculty there. For two years TCM has 
supplied us with an undergraduate organ scholar, who has helped within worship by 
playing a proportion of each service and allowing the director of music to conduct the 
choir, which gives the choir greater confidence. 
 
7.6 During the 150th anniversary year, a monthly concert series was established, 
organised by the Director of Music. Trinity College of Music©s Early Music Faculty 
supplied the first concert, and subsequent recitals have included performances by 
instrumentalists and singers of the highest calibre, including several opera singers 
on the international stage.  The church is considered to have a first-rate acoustic for 
both singers and instrumentalists, and we would very much like to make greater use 
of the building for musical activities. 
 
 
8.0  Our Place in the Community 
 
8.1 The Parish has had a history since its beginning of responding to the social 
needs of the community.  This has focussed, and continues to focus, particularly on 
the needs of young people.  There has also been a strong commitment to supporting 
the marginalised, which at times has meant the whole local community, disregarded 
by those forcing change from outside.  It has also meant working with ethnic minority 
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groups, and particularly the Bangladeshi community.  Clergy and lay members have 
from time to time taken strong and controversial stands on issues of justice in the 
community. 
 
8.2 The Isle of Dogs Parish Trust 
 
This was founded in 1979 as the umbrella for community work with young people, 
and particularly to develop part of the crypt of Christ Church into a youth club facility.  
The Trust is in the process of changing from being a registered charity to a charitable 
company, to promote moral, spiritual and physical welfare in the parish; to enhance 
community well-being, safety and responsibility, and to diminish incidences of social 
and other forms of exclusion and disadvantage. 
 
8.3 The Trust currently operates Cryptics Youth Club, which normally meets three 
times a week in the Crypt at Christ Church (and currently meets in St Luke’s School 
following a flood in the Crypt at Christmas) and serves local children of school years 
3-7. 
 
8.4 The Trust also operates the Youth Employment Brokerage that provides one-
to-one assistance for young people seeking work or training.  Until recently there 
were two full-time staff members, one working with young people who have left 
school, and the second with those who are in school.  Both provided support and 
guidance to develop aspirations, social skills and self-confidence, and to assist with 
job searches, CV preparation and the development of interview skills.   
 
In May 2006 the worker focussing on youngsters who have left school ceased 
employment with the Trust in order to work freelance, although she continues to 
assist the schools based worker as needed. 
 
8.5 The activities of the Trust are dependent on fund raising, which has been led 
by the Vicar, well-supported by members of the Congregation. The current budget is 
about £65,000.  Both projects operated by the Trust are undergoing reviews and 
changes will follow.  It is expected that in both instances funding will be in place for 
about a year ahead. 
 
8.6 St Mildred’s Fund and Trevor Huddleston Fund  
 
The Parish has two charities whose aims are the relief of poverty on the Isle of Dogs: 
The Trevor Huddleston Fund for Children and The St Mildred Relief In Need Fund for 
families. These are chaired by the Vicar, without significant demand on time, and the 
trustees include local head teachers and a social worker. The Vicar is also ex officio 
Chair of The Alexandra Trust, a London-wide charity, which provides funds for the 
Trevor Huddleston fund, but this takes up little time and is administered by the Clerk. 
 
8.7 The Parish Pantry 
 
A store of non-perishable foodstuffs, provided by members of the congregations, is 
kept in Christ Church for the relief of those in urgent need. Bags of food are prepared 
for those who call at the church or at the Vicarage. 
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8.8 Partners 
 
Use of both churches by outside organisations is encouraged. Docklands Outreach, 
a charity helping young people in the area, rent space at St Luke’s and use the 
Church Hall. Other users of St Luke’s include the Millwall Bangladeshi Association 
and the local Karate Club amongst others. The London Docklands Singers and 
Thames Chamber Choir use Christ Church for regular rehearsals and occasionally 
for concerts. Alcoholics Anonymous meet weekly in the Parish Room. 
 
 
9.0 Our Place with Local Schools 
 
9.1 St Luke’s Church of England Primary School 
 
St Luke’s is a voluntary aided school, with a single form entry and a current roll of 
215. There is increasing pressure on places, especially in the early years unit. The 
Vicar is ex-officio Governor and the present vicar has served as Chair of Governors 
for several years.  Four other members of the Christ Church congregation serve as 
governors.  The relationship between school and church is very strong.  There is a 
School Mass every Thursday morning and the Vicar prepares a class each week 
which then presents the theme of the mass.  The Vicar meets weekly with the Head 
Teacher, who is a practising Roman Catholic.  There is a good link for the children 
between the school, the Cryptics Youth Club and the church.  
 
9.2 Other Primary Schools 
 
There are five other primary schools on the Isle of Dogs, one of which, Cubitt Town, 
has separate junior and infant schools.  One of the five is St Edmund’s Roman 
Catholic School.  The staff of Christ Church and St Luke’s have endeavoured to 
maintain close links with all the primary schools, and sustained regular visits to all 
except St Edmund’s until the clergy staff was reduced to one. The present Vicar 
conducts a weekly assembly in one school, Harbinger, as well as the Mass at St 
Luke’s.  The regular visits to the other three schools have lapsed for the time being. 
The total primary school role is 1975. 
 
9.3 George Green’s Secondary School 
 
George Green’s Secondary School is about 100m from Christ Church but there has 
been no regular church link for many years.  The current contact between church 
and school is maintained by the staff of the Parish Trust’s Youth Employment 
Brokerage who provides support and guidance for school pupils on approximately 2 
or 3 days a week, to supplement the Connexions provision.  The school has a roll of 
1,200. 
 
9.4 Trevor Huddleston Fund 
 
The Trevor Huddleston Fund provides an additional link between all the schools, and 
three just out of the parish, with regular grants to support the most needy pupils. 
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9.5 There is an “Education Action Zone”, which includes all the schools, facilitates 
their work together and has led to several educational initiatives.  There is generally 
a healthy cooperative attitude between the schools and particularly among the Head 
Teachers. 
 
 

 
 

St Luke’s School pupils with their 150th Anniversary model of Christ Church 
 
 

10.0 Our Place amongst Other Faiths and Denominations 
 
10.1 Until recently there was an active ecumenical ministers’ group on the Isle of 
Dogs, meeting weekly on a Tuesday morning for prayer and planning.  With changes 
of personnel and reduction of staff (particularly in the Anglican and Roman Catholic 
Churches), the level of activity – and commitment – has diminished, and the group 
now meets monthly, on the first Tuesday, at Christ Church.  Membership also 
includes the ministers of Quaystone Church (Baptist), of the London City Mission, 
and of Island House United Reformed Church Community Centre. 
 
10.2 The Parish, through the Vicar, was responsible with other religious leaders 
and Canary Wharf Group for setting up the Canary Wharf Prayer Room, an 
ecumenical and inter-faith venture providing prayer facilities for workers in Canary 
Wharf.  There is now a Chaplain to Canary Wharf.  The Vicar of the Isle of Dogs 
remains a member of the steering group of the Prayer Room. 
 
10.3 We believe our work with the Muslim community is of critical importance in the 
mission of the Parish. This is manifested in practical terms by our relationship with 
the Millwall Bangladeshi Association at St Luke’s, where facilities are provided for 
their worship.  A monthly Muslim-Christian dialogue group meets to discuss issues of 
common interest. 
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11.0 Our Place in Our Church 
 
11.1 The Parish of the Isle of Dogs is part of the Deanery of Tower Hamlets.  The 
Deanery has an active and supportive clergy chapter and an increasingly engaged 
and purposeful Deanery Synod.  A Deanery Strategy Group, chaired by our outgoing 
Vicar, reported in 2004 with a number of proposals about staffing and programme 
development around a shared Deanery vision and these are beginning to be 
implemented. 
 
11.2 The Parish is part of a cluster of parishes (in common with all parishes in the 
Deanery) which includes the Parishes of Poplar and Limehouse.  This has limited 
practical expression, except through the provision of clergy support for services and 
funerals from the large clergy team at Poplar. 
 
11.3 The Deanery of Tower Hamlets is part of the Archdeaconry of Hackney, 
together with the Deaneries of Hackney and Islington. These also constitute the 
Episcopal Area of Stepney. 
 
 
12.0 Our Place in the World 
 
12.1 Twinning Link with Berlin 
 
The Parish has developed strong links with the churches of the Sophiengemeinde 
group in the centre of East Berlin over the past 7 years. There are 3 different 
congregations in the group, at Sophien, Golgotha and at Zion. There are also 2 other 
empty churches which are used in a variety of innovative ways to build relationships 
with local people. East Berlin has undergone many similar experiences to the Island 
through wartime, through economic depression and through recent massive 
regeneration and we have much to learn from one another. Every other year, a 
mixed group of all ages from Berlin (27 this year) visits the Isle of Dogs for 3 to 4 
days, stays with host families and shares their lives. In alternate years, a group from 
the parish visits Berlin. We each enjoy a varied diet of sightseeing, group work, 
sharing experiences, concerts, parties and free time. Good friendships have 
developed between many families, and other ad-hoc visits take place during the 
year.  
 
Sophiengemeinde has a very successful youth programme and it is hoped that our 
youth ministry can learn and benefit from the relationships that are developing with 
the teenagers of both churches.  
  
We are scheduled to visit Berlin in the middle of June next year. 
 
12.2 Support for the Church in Mozambique 
 
On the first Sunday of each month we hold a hunger lunch at Christ Church. A meal 
of bread and soup is provided by talented cooks from within our congregation on a 
rota basis. Donations raised from this scheme are given in support of specific 
projects of the Angola, London and Mozambique Association. The project we are 
supporting at present provides bibles and mosquito nets for communities in 
Mozambique. 
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12.3 Parish Tithe  
 
We provide financial support for local and national charities by setting aside a portion 
of our general income. This portion, currently 5% of general income, is known as the 
Parish Tithe. 
 
There are three ways in which this money is used: 
 
12.3.1 we provide sustainable support in the form of an agreed annual 
donation for a minimum of three years to various charities. These donations are 
given half-yearly, in May and November. Among the charities that have benefited  
from ongoing support are USPG, Wycliffe Bible Translators, Richard House Trust 
and ChildLine. Wherever possible, we encourage representatives from the charities  
to visit and speak about how our donations are being used 
 
12.3.2 we respond to some of the suggestions for charitable support that 
we receive from members of the congregations,  often suggested for personal  
reasons. In these cases, a single donation is considered a more appropriate form of  
support  
 
12.3.3 we offer support in response to emergency appeals by the Disaster’s  
Emergency Committee. In such cases as the Tsunami Appeal, Niger crisis and Asian 
earthquake appeals, we take a retiring collection after our services and match the 
money collected in a pound-for-pound programme. 
 
12.4 Other Regular Charitable Activities 
 
These include a Traidcraft stall, Operation Christmas Child for Eastern Europe, 
Christian Aid and a Christingle Service for The Childrens’ Society  
 
 
13.0  Christ Church 
 
13.1 Christ Church was the first Anglican church in the Parish, was built between 
1852 and 1854 and was consecrated in 1857. Built in the Early English Style, it is 
listed with Grade 2* status. It has a Chancel, Nave, Transepts (one occupied by St 
John’s Chapel), an office and entrance area with the Parish Room above. The Spire 
rises to a height of 140’ and is a local landmark from land and river, being floodlit for 
and since the Millennium celebrations. It possesses a fine pre-Raphaelite pulpit and 
a chancel arch mural by Spencer-Stanhope. 
 
13.2 The Nave contains enough seating to hold 200 people comfortably. 
 
13.3 Major repairs to the Spire took place in the 1980s. In that period, a section of 
the Crypt was opened for youth work and a structure was built at the west end 
providing limited office and meeting space with a Parish Room above. There was a 
major renovation programme in 1998 involving the raising of £360,000 in order to 
underpin the piers supporting the church floor throughout the length of the church, 
and to replace the roof.  Shortly afterwards, the chancel arch mural and pulpit panels 
were restored, and, for the Millennium, the church was floodlit.  In 2002, central 
heating was installed, and, in 2005, a sound system. 
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13.4 A substantial number of minor works have been carried out in response to the 
last Quinquennial Report of July 2005. There are no major items outstanding not 
mentioned below at 13.5 to13.7. 
 
13.5 The West Door’s external steps moved slightly away from the West Front in 
2005. This does not appear to pose a structural threat but will have to be addressed, 
either as part of major redevelopment or separately. In the meantime, provision of a 
handrail is under investigation. 
 
13.6 Meeting the requirements of the disability discrimination audit has progressed 
to a solution for standing access for Communion at the Altar Rail from the level of the 
Nave floor: the engineer suggests receding the top two steps. Following works with 
funds yet to be identified, carpeting to the Sanctuary will follow. Access to the Parish 
Room poses a greater problem: an external lift is likely to be unnecessary if any 
appropriate redevelopment takes place.  
 
13.7 Works according to a recent survey of the electrical installation are being 
organised.  
 
13.8 The Crypt was flooded at Christmas 2005 from a burst water main nearby. 
Repair works are being undertaken, paid for by Thames Water and their insurance 
company. 
 

 
 
 

Plan of Christ Church 
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14.0 Christ Church Vicarage 
 
The fine Vicarage is situated next door to Christ Church on Manchester Road and 
enjoys a secluded walled garden. The building has been well maintained and is in 
good decorative order. 
 
The Vicarage comprises 3 reception rooms, a study, a modern family kitchen and 5 
bedrooms. 
 
The Vicarage also plays a part in the life of the Parish as the venue for the Church 
Fete and other occasional social gatherings. The PCC funds the services of a 
gardener. 
 
 
 

 
 

Christ Church Vicarage 
 

15.0  Saint Luke’s 
 
15.1 The original St Luke’s Church, Millwall, was built in the 1870s and provided 
faithful ministry to the population there for many years. The building was destroyed 
by bombing during the war. After the war a temporary church was formed by adding 
a small chapel on to the surviving Victorian St Luke’s Church Hall with a small vestry 
and meeting room. The Church is separated from the hall by sliding doors and the 
capacity can easily be extended for festivals. 
 
15.2 This building has survived to the present day and provides a peaceful, intimate, 
worshipful environment for the small, faithful congregation who have maintained the 
presence of the Church family in the area despite the many challenges over the 
years. A bell and housing was erected in the 1990’s by public subscription, dedicated 
to the memory of the late Harry Luxton. However, the state and age of the building 
caused sufficient concern to lead to the redevelopment scheme described in 
Section17. 
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15.3 There is a large 5 - bedroom Clergy House, set in adjacent gardens, which has 
been let as flats for the last few years since the Parish was reduced to a single priest 
and in light of the proposals for the new church. 
 
15.4 The Church Hall has been a very useful community asset and has been 
extensively used over the years by many different groups. The old stage area at the 
west end of the church hall was converted into offices 5 years ago for “Docklands 
Outreach”, a community  organisation who provide extensive counselling and 
education services for young people. Over the last two years, the Millwall 
Bangladeshi Association have used the Hall regularly during the week for prayers, 
teaching and other social events.  
 
 
16.0 St Mildred’s House 
 
The Parish owns St Mildred’s House, in Castalia Square, on the St. John’s Estate in 
the northern part of Cubitt Town. St John’s Church was damaged by bombing during 
the Blitz and was closed in the 1950s. (There is now a St John’s Chapel at Christ 
Church.) The upper and lower flats were converted from the rebuilt Vicarage and are 
available for Parish staff or to let. Currently the Director of Music and his family live in 
one flat and the Youth and Children’s Worker lives in the other. They each have 2 
reception rooms, 2 bedrooms, a bathroom and a kitchen and are in an adequate 
state of repair. 
 
 
17.0 Parish Building Development 
 
The Parish has two major building development projects in progress. 
 
17.1 St Luke’s 
 
A scheme to rebuild St Luke’s is nearing the construction phase. It is being funded 
essentially by making over part of the site to a developer for the construction of 
social housing. The developer, Capital & Provident, has a large residential 
development opposite Canary Wharf on South Quay. They are meeting their 
requirement to provide a proportion of social housing by building it off-site at St 
Luke’s. They are paying us £2 million for the land. After difficult negotiations with a 
housing association, they have decided recently to build the housing themselves. 
Our part of the scheme includes a church, a hall and various community facilities, 
two houses and a parsonage. Docklands Outreach, the organisation helping young 
people in the area, already based at St Luke’s, is a main partner. We have also 
formed close links recently with the Millwall Bangladeshi Association. We provide 
them with worship and meeting space at present and hope to be able to make 
permanent provision for them in the new building. There is a funding gap of about 
£500K. We are fund raising actively with the help of a professional fundraiser from 
the Diocese and expect to be able to raise the funds needed without too much 
difficulty. Docklands Outreach provides good leverage and we are exploring the 
possibility of extracting funds from neighbouring developers from their “Section 106” 
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obligation to provide community facilities as part of their schemes. There is a fair 
chance that we might have a new St Luke’s in operation in 2 to 2.5 years’ time. 
 
 

 
 

The new St Luke’s – an early concept 
 

17.2 Christ Church 
 
Our scheme to redevelop Christ Church lags behind. The sale of the old Church Hall 
in the early 1970s left the Parish seriously short of meeting and office space. Though 
a structure was built in the 1980s at the west end of the church, it reduced worship 
space substantially and was felt to be inadequate as the congregation grew and the 
church’s activities expanded. We appointed an architect, Robin Mallalieu of Mallalieu 
& Brady, in early 2003 to devise a scheme to re-order the interior of the Church and 
to provide more meeting and office space. We were advised that the best way of 
attracting funds on the scale needed would be to use music as a lever by turning 
Christ Church into a centre of musical excellence, with good performance space and 
rooms for practice and teaching. The Church is already home to the London 
Docklands Singers and links have been established with Trinity College of Music, 
based at the Old Naval College in Greenwich. Robin Mallalieu carried out extensive 
consultations and prepared a scheme which has yet to be costed but is likely to run 
to several million pounds.  
 
He was to carry out a feasibility study as the next stage, for which some provisional 
funding was negotiated, but the St Luke’s project has rather pushed this into the 
background. The project needs to be revived at the earliest opportunity and as soon 
as resources permit. 
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18.0 Parish Social Life and Activities 
 
18.1 The parish enjoys a rich and active social life with a range of 
activities throughout the year bringing together different groups from within and 
without the congregation for fellowship and fun. 
 
18.2 The PCC Social Committee organizes these activities and co-ordinates the 
provision of food and entertainment for the events. These include annual events 
such as Patronal Festival celebrations, a dawn breakfast on Easter Day, the annual 
Confirmation boat trip on Rogation Sunday, a well-supported Church Fête and a 
Carol Concert followed by mulled wine and mince pies. Our long-established 
Tapestry Guild provides weekly contact and topical discussions for its members and 
produces work of striking quality in the kneelers for Church. A toy library and 
children’s dance classes also take place. 
 
 

 
 
 

Annual Fête 
 

19.0  Parish Administration 
 
The office is equipped with PCs, a modern photocopier and all the usual and 
necessary facilities. It is opened three mornings each week, staffed by our part-time 
administrator with volunteer support. 
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20.0 Communications 
 
20.1  Magazine 
 
Our magazine, ©The Ox and Eagle©, is published on the first Sunday of each month. 
Its mission is to stimulate and inform, to promote forthcoming events and to reflect 
on recent happenings in and around the parish.  The magazine is available in print 
and also electronically from our web site. 
 
20.2 Web Site 
 
Our web site, www.parishiod.org.uk, was launched in September 2005 with the aims 
of promoting us and our activities to newcomers to the parish and of providing a 
valuable repository of information for existing members of our congregations. 
 
 
21.0 Finances  
 
21.1 The Parish finances are in a healthy state. We continue to make good 
progress towards our ultimate goal of financial self-sufficiency. This is due in no 
small part to acceptance of the guidelines that every regular attendee should 
contribute a minimum of 5% of their net income. Those who had participated in the 
2004 Stewardship Campaign responded with an average increase of 11% with the 
amounts they pledged in 2005.  The total amount pledged was £43,950 with an 
actual income of £42,265. The loose plate offerings taken during our services 
contributed a further £7,552, with a further £3,138 raised through the fetes and 
bazaars. Our contribution to the Common Fund was £37,000, an increase of £4,000 
on the previous year. We have pledged to raise our contribution in 2006 to £42,360 
and have resolved to continue to increase our contribution by at least 10% each 
year.  
 
21.2 Our expenditure in property maintenance was higher in 2005 than in 2004 due 
to the installation of the sound system at Christ Church, essential maintenance 
arising from the quinquenial inspection of Christ Church and ongoing expenses for 
the redevelopment of St Luke’s.  
 
22.3 In 2005, £6,850 was donated to a total of 13 charities and appeals, an 
increase of £2,300 on the previous year.  
 
 
22.0 Parish History 
 
A Parish history, published in association with the 150th Anniversary of Christ 
Church, is available upon request. 
  
 
23.0 Location and Description 
 
23.1 The Parish is within the Ward Boundaries of Millwall Ward and Blackwall & 
Cubitt Town Ward in the London Borough of Tower Hamlets (see inset). The Wards 
are within the Poplar and Canning Town Parliamentary Constituency (to become 
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Poplar and Limehouse). The Borough has established its Community Plan through 
the Tower Hamlets Partnership, which operates in the Parish through “Local Area 
Partnership 8” covering the two Wards. 
 
23.2 Local History 
 
More background information about the locality may be had from the London 
Borough of Tower Hamlets website www.towerhamlets.gov.uk, the Museum of 
Docklands website www.museumoflondon.org.uk and the Island History Trust 
website www.islandhistory.org.uk. Originally marshland with a Chapel House and 
Ferry, the origin of the name “Isle of Dogs” is obscure.  
 
Its history since the Nineteenth century, when the industrial settlements of Millwall 
and Cubitt Town became established, has been well documented. The residential 
parts of the Isle of Dogs grew up outside the dock walls, wharves and factories which 
dominated the area until the accelerating decline of the docks and manufacturing, 
which was terminal by the 1970s. The few thousand people who kept going 
throughout this period are rightly proud of their effort to maintain strong communities 
and decent standards of living and achievement in an isolated, economically 
deprived setting. 
 
23.3 Migration patterns (largely the settlement of British Bangladeshis) and the 
Docklands regeneration of the 1980s (bringing young, upwardly-mobile professional 
people) imposed sudden and striking changes on these communities. Large-scale 
office development at Canary Wharf and Millwall Docks (the “Millennium Quarter”) 
has been complemented by riverside and dockside private housing development. 
The area is now generally more prosperous and better kept but pockets of 
deprivation remain and contrast between rich and poor can be stark, and keenly felt. 
 
23.4 Population 
 
The resident population is about 26,000 (2005) of which 17% are aged 15 or under 
and 1.8% are aged over 74. 
 
23.5 Ethnicity 
 
The Parish reflects the diversity of the Borough population, with 65.9% white, 19.6% 
Asian (predominantly Bangladeshi), 5.5% black and the rest of other ethnic 
backgrounds. The 2001 Census identified 51% of the population as Christian. 
 
23.7 The Local Environment 
 
Both for families with roots two hundred years long and for newer residents who 
have chosen to live here since the 1980s, there is no place like the Isle of Dogs. One 
is never more than 15 minutes’ walk from the River Thames or the Millwall and India 
Docks. The breezy microclimate gives the Island a fresh feel, borne out by air quality 
figures the equivalent of those of an outer suburb. Although located in an inner city 
area, there is an abundance of open space, from the Island Gardens (where 
Cannaletto painted his famous picture of the Royal Naval College), to the gentle 
undulation of the Mudchute Farm where cattle, sheep and llama graze in peace. 
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23.8 Sport, Leisure and Culture 
 
Sport is catered for locally at the Tiller Leisure Centre, Mudchute Farm Equestrian 
Centre, Docklands Sailing and Watersports Centre and in Millwall Park and on 
George Green’s all-weather floodlit pitches. We expect an increase in activity and 
opportunity as a result of the Olympic Games London 2012.  
 
Local art and culture thrives at the SPACE, in our own Church with our growing 
reputation for music, with the internationally - acclaimed London Docklands Singers 
and in Canary Wharf. 
 
23.9 Shopping and Commerce 
 
Canary Wharf itself is a world away from the quiet streets, walkways and parks of the 
Isle of Dogs and is breathtaking, vibrant world-class twenty-first century wonderland 
right on our doorstep. Local shops are thriving and many have been re-fitted very 
recently. Both ASDA and Waitrose are within easy reach of the Vicarage. 
 
23.10 Safety 
 
While the community is not complacent, the Isle of Dogs south of Canary Wharf does 
not have high levels of reported crime and the picture is comparable to an outer 
suburb. Tower Hamlets is the first Borough in England to have dedicated “Safe 
Neighbourhood Teams” of local police and Community Safety Officers in addition to 
a normal police provision. Youth disaffection is manifest from time to time and the 
Church seeks to play its part in resolving this. 
 
23.11 Transport 
 
The area is well-served by major roads and enjoys frequent public transport links by 
bus (stopping outside the Vicarage), DLR, boat and Underground to Central London 
and beyond. www.tfl.gov.uk 
 

 
 


